	
	LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY EXAMINERS
301 Main Street, 23rd Floor
Baton Rouge, LA 70801
MINUTES 
May 15, 2026
	



I. Roll Call/Call to Order/Confirmation of posting of notice and agenda
The roll was called at 10:00 AM with the following LSBOE board members present: Drs. Kasovich, Lamar, Jong, Anastasio and Fisher. Dr. LaPoint and Mrs. Wicker were absent. Public guests were also present, including OAL members. Board counsel, Ms. Carrie Jones and Executive Director, Anna Cahill were also present. Declaring a quorum was present, Dr. Kasovich called the meeting to order.

II. Public Comment – There was no public comment.  

III. [bookmark: _Hlk197599031]Adoption of Agenda
Dr. Fisher moved to adopt the agenda. The motion was seconded by Dr. Jong and was passed unanimously. 

IV. Approval of Minutes
Dr. Lamar moved to adopt the minutes from the previous meeting. The motion was seconded by Dr. Dr. Fisher and passed unanimously.   
V. Executive Director’s Report
A. Finance and Budget Report – Ms. Cahill provided an update to the Board regarding the Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss documents. 
B. License Activity 
A. Renewals – Ms. Cahill updated the Board on those remaining on the delinquent list. Those who do not renew and pay their fees by July 1, 2026 will be subject to a hearing in front of the Board.
B. Applicants/new licensees – Applications have begun to arrive for exam weekend.
C. Endorsement requests – One request. Discussed in executive session. 
D. Inactive requests – No new requests. 
E. Hardship requests – No new requests. 
F. Requests for reinstatement – One request. Granted. 
G. Complaints – No new complaints. 
C. Required Training – Ms. Cahill reminded the Board of the Sexual Harassment and Ethics trainings and deadlines. 
D. Requests for Guidance – No new requests.
OLD BUSINESS 
VI. CE Rule Promulgation Update – No update provided.

VII. Telehealth Update – Dr. Kasovich notified the Board of further changes made. A brief discussion was held. No action was taken.

VIII. Dispensing Rule Update – Dr. Kasovich informed the Board of an addition to the rule regarding not being allowed to dispense schedule 2 narcotics. No action was taken.

IX. CE Management and CE Broker Contract – Ms. Jones presented the Board with the CE Broker contract and suggested several changes be made to ensure the contract is in compliance with Louisiana state laws. Dr. Lamar motioned to approve the changes and move forward with the contract. Dr. Fisher seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

X. Open meetings via electronic means rule – No update.

XI. District Two Ballots Update – Ms. Cahill informed the Board of the ballots received so far and reminded them that the ballots for District Two are due with a postmark date by May 22, 2025. 

XII. Legislative Session – Bill Tracker – Ms. Jones provided an overview of bills she is tracking that are related to Board business or could impact the Board.
NEW BUSINESS
 
XIII. Fraudulent Phone Calls – Dr. Kasovich informed the Board of the phishing phone calls being made to several licensed optometrists. A broadcast email was sent to all licensees informing them of the calls.

XIV. LLA Audit – Ms. Cahill informed the Board that the audit has been completed.

XV. LA Department of Justice – OLRP Interagency Agreement – Ms. Jones presented the agreement to the Board. Dr. Fisher motioned to approve the agreement as presented. Dr. Jong seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

XVI. Policy Manual Update – Dr. Kasovich suggested that the Policy and Procedure manual be updated. Ms. Cahill notified the Board that she will begin redlining the manual for board review.

XVII. Discussion of July 2026 Board Examination Format – Dr. Kasovich informed the Board that interviews no longer take place during exam weekend. The Board agreed an informal Q&A to meet the applicants should be added to the agenda.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Dr. Kasovich made a motion to enter Executive Session and Dr. Lamar seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the Board entered executive session at 11:31 PM.
XVIII. Update on Outstanding Litigation: 
A. OAL v Heitmeier, et al, No C-729018 19th JDC State of Mediation between LSBOE and OAL 
B. LSBOE v OAL et al, No. C-729434 19th JDC State of Louisiana 
C. Update on Ethics Board Proceedings Related to LSBOE/OAL Pending 
XIX. Update on Complaints 
1. Pending Complaints 
2. New Complaints Since Last Meeting 
XX. Requests for Reinstatement from Prior Disciplinary Action 
(The Board returned to Open Session at 1:40 PM.) 
XXI. Taking of any votes on items discussed in Executive Session – Dr. Kasovich made a motion to inform the WHA applicant that they do not meet the requirements for a WHA application and that the Board recommends sitting for the exam to obtain licensure. Dr. Fisher seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
   
XXII. Set Date for Next Meeting – The annual meeting is set for June 6, 2026. Examination weekend is July 17-18, 2026. The next regularly scheduled meeting was tentatively set for August 7, 2026.

XXIII. Motion to Adjourn – Dr. Jong moved to adjourn. Dr. Lamar seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 12:28 PM. 
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